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Major Collections 

 

 

Codices collection - Presently they amount to 13,490 items, from the 16th-19th 

centuries  

Manuscripts collection - Manuscripts of various origins, includes presently ca. 

36.000 documents, stored in 262 boxes  

Codices Alcobacenses - 461 codices, 287 medieval  

Illuminated Codices - 240 codices from the 12th-19th century  

Pombalina Collection - 758 codices, with documents from the 15th-19th century; 

includes not only library manuscripts but also the Marquis of Pombal, 

Sebastião José de Carvalho e Melo (1699-1782) personal archive, as well as his 

family’s  

Tarouca Library - 250 manuscripts from the 16th-19th century, belonged to the 

House of the Earls of Tarouca  

 



Major provenances 

The National Library of Portugal was created in 1796 by Queen Mary I as the Royal Public Library of the 

Court (RBPC) 

 Major provenance of the Manuscripts collections: 

Royal Public Library of the Court  

Society of Jesus - Houses and Colleges 

Library of the Convent of Our Lady of Divine Providence of the Teatines 

Royal Academy of Portuguese History 

  

Important donations: 

Archbishop D. Manuel do Cenáculo Vilas Boas (1724-1814)  

António Ribeiro dos Santos (1745-1818), first Chief Librarian of the Royal Public Library of the Court 

  

Important acquisitions: 

Valuable library of the historian and politician D. Francisco de Melo Manuel (1608-1666) 

  After the extinction of religious orders and their convents in 1834, most of their libraries were 

incorporated into the RBPC and again new incorporations followed the 5th October 1910 Revolution, 

by which the constitutional monarchy   was abolished and the republican regime established in 

Portugal.    

 

  

 



                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                            

                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 
Spanish guidelines used until 1983 

 

 

ESPANHA. DIRECCIÓN GENERAL DE ARCHIVOS Y BIBLIOTECAS – Instrucciones para la catalogación 

de manuscritos. Madrid : Dirección  General de Archivos y Bibliotecas, 1957 

  

 

 

 

 

ESPANHA. DIRECCIÓN GENERAL DE ARCHIVOS Y BIBLIOTECAS – Instrucciones para la catalogación 

de manuscritos. Reimp. Madrid : [s. n.], 1969 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 



Bibliographical description according to Instrucciones para la catalogación de manuscritos… 



PORBASE (1988): single database that would integrate descriptions of all types of collections  

 

 

 

 

                                                             



Long term reflection on international standards 

 

The first edition of AACR, published in 1967, was based on Rules for Descriptive Cataloging in the Library of Congress, 

published in 1949. The second edition, AACR2, was published in 1978, and the third edition, AACR2R, in 

1988. A revision of the third edition incorporating amendments approved since 1988 was released in 

2002. Archives, Personal Papers, and Manuscripts is an amplification and interpretation of Chapter 4 of AACR that 

is designed to ensure that descriptions of archival materials can be integrated into bibliographic catalogs based 

on AACR. 

 

 

AACR2-Chapter 4.º 

 

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. ASSOCIATION FOR LIBRARY COLLECTIONS & TECHNICAL SERVICES. 

SERIALS SECTION ACQUISITIONS COMMITTEE – Règles de Catalogage Anglo-Américaines. Rédigées par 

Michael Gorman et Paul W. Winckler ; version française établie par Paule Rolland-Thomas avec la collaboration de 

Pierre Deslauriers. 2ème éd. Montréal : ASTED, 1980. Chapitre 4.º, p. 167-188 

 

JOINT STEERING COMMITTEE FOR REVISION OF AACR – Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules. Ed. by Michael 

Gorman, Paul W. Winkler. 2nd ed. revision. Ottawa : Canadian Library Association, 1988, p. 122-138 

 

 

 



Cataloging  rules for manuscripts 

 

Association of College and Research Libraries (American Library Association) 

Rare Books and Manuscripts Section (RBMS) 

 

 

Gregory A. Pass - Descriptive Cataloging of Ancient, Medieval, Renaissance, and Early 
Modern Manuscripts (AMREMM). RBMS Bibliographic Standards Committee and the 

Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL), 2003  

 

 

 

DCRM(MSS): Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Materials (Manuscripts), intended to serve as a 

modern counterpart to AMREMM. Current version online: October  2015 



MAIN UNIMARC FIELDS USED IN 

MANUSCRIPTS  

• 200 TITLE AND STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY 

• $a Title proper 

• $b General Material Designation 

• $f First Statement of Responsibility 

• $g Subsequent Statement of Responsibility 

• 210 PRODUCTION 

• $a Place of production 

• $d Date of production  (expressed in it’s original form or established)   

• 215 PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

• $a Specific Material Designation and Extent of Item  

• $c Other Physical Details  

• $d Dimensions  

• 3--NOTES 

• 300 GENERAL NOTES: Notes on the nature of a manuscript (original manuscript, copy, autograph, , etc.) 

• 304 NOTES PERTAINING TO TITLE AND STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY 

• 306 NOTES PERTAINING TO PRODUCTION PLACE 

• 307 NOTES PERTAINING TO PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

• 310 NOTES PERTAINING TO BINDING 

• 317 PROVENANCE NOTE 

• 321 REFERENCES NOTE 

• 327 CONTENTS NOTE 



MAIN ACCESS POINTS 

• 5 - RELATED TITLE BLOCK 

• 500 UNIFORM TITLE 

• 512 COVER TITLE 

• 516 SPINE TITLE 

• 517 OTHER VARIANT TITLES 

• 518 TITLE IN STANDARD MODERN SPELLING 

• 540 ADDITIONAL TITLE SUPPLIED BY CATALOGUER 

• 620 PLACE OF PRODUCTION 

 

• 7-- RESPONSIBILITY BLOCK 

• 700 PERSONAL NAME - PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY - 710 CORPORATE BODY NAME - PRIMARY 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 

• 701 PERSONAL NAME - ALTERNATIVE RESPONSIBILITY  - 711 CORPORATE BODY NAME - ALTERNATIVE 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 

• 702 PERSONAL NAME - SECONDARY RESPONSIBILITY - 712 CORPORATE BODY NAME - SECONDARY 

RESPONSIBILITY (for scribe, translator, sponsor, illuminator, schools or groups of illuminators, etc.) 



 

Bibliographic record in cataloguing module 
.  



Online catalogue 



 Missal. 13th century 

Monastery of St. Mary at Alcobaça 

 ALC. 253 



Missal. 13th century 

Monastery of St. Mary at Alcobaça 

ALC. 249 



The project developed jointly with CEPESE, in the context of Eurocore is aimed at contributing with 

Portuguese  medieval libraries to an international database, starting with two major ones:  Santa Cruz de 

Coimbra (belonging to Oporto Municipal Library) and Alcobaça (held in the national Library). 



Sententiarum libri IV / Petrus Lombardus 

 13th century 

Monastery of St. Mary at Alcobaça 

ALC. 235 


