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Dear Participants,
Allow me to give you an outline of the presentation.

First of all let me offer some:

· introductory information about the Greek political system; 
· a very general description of the Parliamentary Library (PL)
· Information on the Collections & Services of mainly parliamentary nature
· networking and co-operation

· Aspirations
Introductory Information
Greece is a Presidential Parliamentary Democracy as defined by the Constitution of 1975 that has been revised three times till today (1986, 2001, 2008). A fourth revision is scheduled to materialize within the present period. 
Elections take place according to the Constitution, every four years. It is Unicameral (One Chamber) although for a short time there existed two Chambers (Gerousia = the Old Ones); in this Hall, the Senate Hall we are right now. The Parliament-Vouli consists of 300 Members of Parliament; there function various Committees: Standing Committees, Special Committees, Special Standing Committees, Subcommittees and other Committees, one of which is the Library Committee. 
The Greek population amounts approximately 11 million.

According to the 6th July 2019 elections, six parties represent the will (in Greek vouli, voulissi) of the Greek People:  

1. Nea Democratia  (New Democracy) 158 MPs

2. SYRIZA                                                     86 MPs

3. Kinima Allagis (Change Movement)                                                                             22 MPs

4. KKE (Communist Party)                        15 MPs

5. Elliniki Lysi (Greek Solution)                10 MPs

6. MeRA25 (Day25)                                        9 MPs 

Let me make a small note: nearly 20% are women

General Description of the PL
When? 
The Library was founded simultaneously with the Parliament itself and the first Constitution of the modern Greek state that followed, in 1844.

Where?

It located in three locations: The Main Parliament Building –parliamentary information is systematically collected, documented and offered- plus two Annexes :  The Benakeios Library and the City Library at the ex tobacco factory at 218 Lenormant street, where the Library’s laboratories are housed: the Digitization lab and the Preservation and Restoration lab.
What? 

A depiction of the PL in numbers would reveal: 

· The complete Parliament Minutes, in paper and digitally

· The complete Official Gazette, in paper and digitally via the National Press House

· Books                                                                      750.000
· Rare books (1471- 1800)                                       10.000 
· Manuscripts                                                                    500
· Newspapers, in Greek and other languages (19th c.)

· Journals, in Greek and other languages

· Maps  (1500-today)                                                    4.500 
· Archives: historical, political, administrative

      and personal
· Microfilms                                                                   26.000
· Photograph collections                                       over 10.000
· Audio material                                                               2.500 CD-ROMs
· Digital Library                                                     over 11 million
· Access to data basis

· Works of art                                                                   900
            and more…

As far as collection development, according to a law provision (no.Α΄, 141/Law 3149/ 10.06.2003), all publishing houses of the country ought to deposit one copy of every publication to the Parliament Library. E-books are not included. The Library also:

·  accepts donations under conditions,

·  exchanges publications with other institutions

· buys selectively editions to satisfy MPs’ urgent demands and 

· purchases a number of foreign language books, approximately 1.000 titles yearly; a list is compiled and submitted to the Library Committee to be approved. 

Mission?
The PL has two main missions and specifically: 

A. to support legislation and all parliamentary functions

B. to be open to society –in a dialogue to respond to various real needs following the new technological innovations and trends.

In order to succeed in the first mission, the Library: 

1. Supports MPs and their assistants in every aspect of their parliamentary work; at the same time, we try to support their personal interests (hobbies); 
2. Supports and cooperates with all departments and services of the Parliament in order to facilitate in any way the parliamentary functions; closely works with the Research Services; 
3. Has built a network interchanging information and materials with the public sector as far as parliamentary and lawmaking information is concerned.
In the spirit of openness, the Library:
4. Offers access and parliamentary information to the general public;

5. Collects, organizes the collections, document and is in the process to digitize in order to be able to disseminate the total of parliamentary work of present and past times;

6. Addresses the needs of the research/academic community, including students, and other groups; has taken steps to favour accessibility to other social groups (young people, women, and immigrants) and offers, besides book lending services, reading space, educational programmes and access to the Internet. 
7. is a Cultural Centre: editions, exhibitions of historical and/or commemorative content, specialized guided tours, educational programmes, projects and is in charge of the Works of Art Collection that tries to put it into use;
8. Co-operates with other institutions, archives, museums; offers knowledge and shares “good practices”;
Who?

The Hellenic Parliament Library as a parliamentary library provides services to the specific but nevertheless vast and varied MPs needs and their assistants. By offering timely and authoritative information supports the parliamentary and lawmaking work. According to statistics gathered by the PL, nearly one third of MPs coming from all parties -individually, as Committee members or representing their party- seek and rely on information contributed by the PL; the same goes, as well as for colleagues from the Research Service and other departments of the Parliament and other government organizations i.e. the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Financial Affairs, the Ministry of Education, the Bank of Greece, Court Houses. Requests also are addressed by the Service Centres for Citizens from Athens and the state (ΚΕΠ).

In other words the PL, although initially, had the defined role to serve the MPs at the turning of the 20th century, gradually started offering its services to the public sector and individual members of society and social groups, i.e. the academic community, journalists and independent researchers. Today, the Parliamentary Library is open to all and offers a variety of services, besides parliamentary information.
And in that sense, one can claim that the PL is in a direct dialogue with society and its evolving needs, trying to adapt its services accordingly.
Parliamentary Information, Collections and Services

The Main Library, responsible to provide for Mps, is open for MPs, their assistants and colleagues from 9:00 am to 20:3, and till the end of sessions. It accepts requests on the spot at all Reading Rooms, by telephone, fax and e-mail at the address reference@parliament.gr The previous year 2018, the PL responded to approximately 4.000 requests received and answered at the Main Library.
Requests are dealt either immediately on the spot, if they are simple and forward. In the Reading Room (205) operates an Information Station containing relevant infrastructure, handy material. 

More complex searches may take longer and in some cases the information has to be retrieved from other places, i.e. libraries, government or other institutions, specialists etc. 
Moreover:

· Compiles special theme bibliographic and information files of parliamentary or legal content upon request;

· Collections are accessible via the complete e-catalogue http://catalog.parliament.gr
· Locates and provides material either in printed or digital form upon request; 

· Provides inter loan services; 

· Offers training to parliamentary information to MPs, their assistants, colleagues, newcomers after elections;
· Informs on new acquisitions and digitizations and offers training in the use of legal and other legal basis.
PL e-Services at the Internet & Intranet
The PL is engaged in offering e-Services, informing about them as they multiply steadily and educating Mps, their assistants and colleagues. 

· On-line catalogue;

· All the Greek Constitutions and their revisions;

· the Parliament Minutes are on the Internet since 2000 as well as the period 1844-1935; 

· a number the Standing Committee Minutes are also available on the Internet;
· the Official Gazette is on the Intranet through the Parliamentary Library; 

· access to EU information through the Parliamentary Library, as it functions as European Documentation Centre; 

· Digital Library; 11 million records, result from the process microfilm → e-record, mostly Greek newspapers; Over 500 books, mostly rare and valuable
· Access to legal data bases: NOMOS, Sakkoulas on-line
· newspapers and journal articles in Greek and other various languages through the Parliamentary Library (HEAL-Link consortium); due to  HEAL-Link access to: Full text 14.772 e-journals;12.500 e-books; 184 series’ titles;6 data bases;  3 collections of general and special dictionaries. 

· Archival documents and archives; 

· Photographic archives;

· The Works of Art Collection;
· The PL editions i.e., exhibition catalogues

Networking and Co-operations

Networking is crucial:

· International Federation of Library Associations, Parliamentary Research and Library Services (IFLA)

· International Council for Archives (ICA) - Section of Parliamentary Archives (SPP) 
· European Centre for Parliamentary Research and Documentation (ECPRD);

· European Documentation Centre (EDC) and Europe Direct; 

· Cooperation with the Library of the Theologian School of Chalki in Turkey
· National Documentation Centre (ΕΚΤ);

· Representation of the European Commission in Greece, Athens;

· Centre of International European and Fiscal Law (ΚΔΕΟΔ) in Thessaloniki;

· Member of the Consortium of Hellenic Academic Libraries (HEAL),

· National Library of Greece;

· National Printing House;

· National Statistics Service;

· Panteion University in Athens and other Universities.
Additionally, being extraverted is revealed by a line of actions. 
Within the Parliament Building at various popular spots (the restaurant, near the party offices) the Parliament Library has created information stands and small exhibition «islands» in order to infuse cultural an historical awareness using Library documents and items, to attract attention and to make its presence felt…
We work in the spirit of co-operation with other departments; with the Directorate of Public Relations in order to propose representative gifts to be offered to foreign delegations and distinguished guests; many inspired by the Works of Art Collection; along with the Parliament TV, produced two 10’ videos promoting the work of (a) Preservation and Conservation as well as (b) Digitization; providing also a version for people with hearing difficulties. 
Has created a series of publications (mentioned the earlier). Also, offers educational programmes that have to do with library & archive management, reading and book history to schools upon request; plans to start a Reading Club by September (Lenormant Annex). Responds to other library demands by providing books and «good practices»; approximately 50 libraries per year receive books;
The PL is present in the www; it has created a new website in co-operation with the New Technologies Department; additionally, in 2017 started a Facebook account that is steadily growing, reaching 6000 followers.
Exhibitions are a strong communication tool. The PL started organising exhibitions in 1994 and sums up over 30 until today, both at the Parliament Building and at the Annexes. At the same time participates and co-organizes exhibitions with other cultural institutions, i.e. the Archaeological Museum, the General State Archives, Municipalities. Upon request organises personalized guided tours in the Library and the exhibitions, i.e. once a year we receive the ambassadors’ spouses.
Finally, staff is encouraged to participate to meetings, seminars, conferences in Greece and abroad for obvious reasons (networking, sharing, “import” new trends etc)
Projects and Aspirations
Our recent history in innovation:

· 1984 : systematic microfilming;
· 1994 : library automation (i.e. cataloguing);

· 2003 : reorganization and modernization  programme of the Library’s services;

· 2008 : «Documentation, Development and Dissemination of the Collections of the Hellenic Parliamentary Library»,  an EU funded programme
· 2017 : upgrading the e-catalogue; co-operation with the National Centre of Documentation (EKT) 
During the in between years, bits and pieces of parliamentary material has been documented and digitized, either upon users’ requests or co-operations with other institutions or based on prioritized programmes of the PL itself. 
We are presently, embarking a major two years plan that will contain the total of parliamentary works, the administration archives, a number of collections (newspapers, archives), documented in a way that will allow combined multi-level searches. This programme is much more than a long wished for goal, it is a vision that will sustain our Democracy in practice. 
Parliamentary Libraries, as keepers and transmitters, are ideal places of applied democracy; our product, valid, objective and unbiased information, is disseminated and distributed equally to all, openly and confidentially.
depositories
As information is flowing and knowledge is ever growing and all inclusive, institutions need specially developed mechanisms, effective tools and experts to gather, manage, sort out and document in order to make it openly accessible; and these institutions cannot be no other than the Libraries. In particular parliamentary libraries are meant to facilitated and support the people’s representatives as individuals and as a collective body who make decisions influencing the present and the future.

Change is inevitable.

Dialogue, direct and indirect, is the principle means.
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