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• English newspapers began in 1620

−Content limited to foreign news 

−Taxed placed on each sheet

• London Gazette

−Oldest surviving English newspaper

History of Newspapers

−Oldest surviving English newspaper

−Oldest published newspaper in the UK

−1st published 7 Nov 1665

−Originally called The Oxford Gazette

• Boston News-Letter

−1st official US newspaper in  1704



Vital Records

• 1700s: Morning Newspapers

−Births, Deaths, Marriages for Gentry

• 1800s: Morning Newspapers

−Births, Deaths, Marriages for Ordinary 

individuals

−List key milestones



Merriam-Webster’s Definition 

“A set of large sheets of paper that have news 

stories, information about local events, 

advertisements, etc., and that are folded 

together and sold every day or every week.”



Newspapers & Journals



Why Search Newspapers?

• The major themes of the study are the effect of 

newspapers on individual readers, society in 

general, and the political world on both sides of the 

Atlantic. Thus, the newspapers became mirrors of 

the society in which they were produced and help 

show the differences that developed in Britain and 

America



Valuable finds in Newspapers

Advertisements Births Businesses Church activities Church 

Affiliations

Clothing styles Crimes Death Notices Death 

Investigations

Family Stories

Investigations

Individual Spot 

Light Stories

Land Sales Legal Notices Marriages Military Service

Obituaries Occupations Social Events Sporting Events Taxation



• Microfilming began about early 1920s

− Available in most libraries

• Digitizing began in the late 1980s

Early Preservation: Microfilms & 
Digitized Newspapers

• Projects set up throughout libraries

• Major databases picked up collections

− Problems with “any word” searches

− Each year searches improve



Any Word Searches Problems

Looking for the 
Chapman Family

Returned resultsReturned results
Chapman Street



London Times – Available at Various 
Libraries

• 200 Years of Full-text 

• Entire newspapers with articles, advertisements 

and illustration and photos



Wakefield Trial

The King v. Edward Gibbon Wakefield, William Wakefield, 

Edward Trevenot, and Francis Wakefield



Google Newspaper Project



Large Non-Profit & For-Profits 
Newspaper Databases
• British Newspaper Archive

• 19th Century British Library Newspapers

• Palmer’s Index to The London Times

• NewsBank.com

• Ancestry.com• Ancestry.com

• FindMyPast.com

• WorldVitalRecord.com

• GenealogyBank.com

• MyHeritabe.com

• Local Libraries

• Specialty Libraries



MyHeritage.com Newspapers.. 



Wikipedia: Online Newspapers

Newspapers From Around the World!



Online Historical Newspapers



Newspaper Archives



Paper.li





Conclusions

• Newspapers can and often provide vital 

information, paint a written picture of their 

culture and shed light on the historical culture and shed light on the historical 

happenings of their time period, benefits that 

may not be found in any other resources



Questions 

& Comments& Comments
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