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What are we collecting?

All of the public UK web

• The domain crawl scopes in websites using the following criteria:

• URL has a UK top level domain: e.g. .uk, .scot, .cymru, 

.wales, .london

• Registered in WHO-IS as a UK site

• Site is stored on a UK server

We also identify web content that may otherwise be missed from the 

domain crawl.
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99%

1%

0%

UK domain LD Websites (on-site only
access) *

Curated LD websites (on-site only access)

OA LD websites (open access)

Total number of websites is taken from figures for the 2016 whole domain crawl, 

and is based on number of hosts.  The 2017 domain crawl is still being analysed.

Legal Deposit and special collections
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Does that mean we are collecting “everything”?
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We don’t collect:

• Anything requiring credentials or login

• Intranets

• Databases

• Material stored in the cloud

• Flash

• Most video or audio content

• Facebook

• Not much Twitter
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Where to find the collections
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Rapid Response (10), 
8%

Event based  (42), 
34%

Thematic (71), 58%

Special collections: thematic, event based and rapid response
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https://beta.webarchive.org.uk/en/ukwa/collection/
https://beta.webarchive.org.uk/en/ukwa/collection/
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Creating a dedicated sport collection

• It is a subject which has not traditionally been well served by 

libraries and museums

• Selection: the National Library of Scotland nor British Library 

have Curators completely dedicated to collecting Sport
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Creating a dedicated sport collection

Lead Curators: 

• Helena Byrne, British Library

• Trevor Thomson, National Library of Scotland

• Additional Selectors:

• Web archiving staff and other curators from the UK Legal 

Deposit Libraries

• Some nominations from the public
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Structuring Sport
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Challenges

• Selection

• We need input from the public, but also academic community

• Sport is international…Websites are international… but Legal Deposit is 

not!

• Collection maintenance
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Top level domain suffices attached to 832 “sport and recreation” sites
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.com

.co.uk

.org.uk

.org

.net

.info .co .club other 

.com .co.uk .org.uk .org .net .info .co .club other
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What we have saved
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Adapted from: https://www.flickr.com/photos/barron/34073939122/ under  https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/#

https://www.flickr.com/photos/barron/34073939122/
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Where can I find out more?

• UK Web Archive

https://www.webarchive.org.uk/ukwa/

• UK Web Archive Open Data 

data.webarchive.org.uk/opendata

• The IIPC Awesome list; a good general guide to open source tools and training 

material: 

• https://github.com/iipc/awesome-web-archiving/
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“History books remember the big players, Tweets remember the individuals” 

Chido Muchemwa
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Eilidh MacGlone, Web Archivist

e.macglone@nls.uk

https://www.nls.uk/

@dalmailing

THANK YOU
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